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AmPtidments to t he Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

T istin f of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended): An aluminum rear case assembly for a mm: trailer 
body, comprising a frame assembly comprising an extruded aluminum top rail, an 
exhvdcd aluminum bottom rail, and apair of extruded aluminum side rails connecting the 
top and bottom rails, the frame assembly defining arcctangular shape and having an 
exposed side facing outward from Ihc trailer body when the rear case assembly is attached 
to the trailer body and an internal side configured to be attached to the trailer body. 

2. (Original): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further comprising 
a light guard assembly ati^ched to the bottom rail on the exposed side of the frame 
assembly, the light guard assembly comprising a pair of light guard members and a 
bumper member connecting the light guard members, the light gtrard members each 
dcfming at least one light-receiving socket. 

3. (Original); The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 2 wherein the light 
gu.rd members are formed of aluminum sheet material and the bumper member is formed 
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of exn^drf aluminum, and wh^cin .h. Ughl guanl members at. fixedly joined to «>= 

bumper member. 

4. (Original): The duminum rear case assembly of claim 2 wherein the light 
guard members and bumper member are integrally formed as one piece. 



5. (Original): Tlie aluminum rear ease assembly of claim 1 further comprising 
a pair ofstiffener members attached to the side rails, respeetively.on the exposed sideof 



the 



frame assembly for increasing the strength of the side rails. 



6. (Original): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 5 wherein the 
stiffener members are formed of aluminum sheet material and welded to the side rails. 

7. (Original): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further comprising 
a pair of reinforcement plates attached, respectively, to the side rails and bottom rail on 
the internal side of the frame assembly. 

8. (Original): The aluminum rear case 
roinfo— pla.es a« fonned of aluminu-n shoe. n^teriul and welded ,o the dde n>n» 

and bottom rail. 



assembly of claim 7 wherein Ihc 
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9. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further 
comprising at least a pair of extruded aluminum hinges attached to the side rails, 
respectively. 

10. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 9 wherein the 
aluminum hinges arc attached to tlie side rails by mechanical fasteners or by welds. 

1 1. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further 
comprising cast aluminum comer joints connecting tlie bottom rail and side rails. 

12. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 1 further 
comprising cast aluminum comer joints connecting the top raU and side mils. 

13. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further 
comprising cast aluminum comer joints connecting the top rail and side rails. 

14. (Original): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 wherein the top rail 
.nd side rails and the bottom rail and side rails are comiccted together by mechanical 
fasteners or welds. 
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15. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 wherein the top 
rail and side rails are connected together by mechanical fasteners or welds and the bottom 
rail and side rails are connected together by cast aluminum comer joints. 

16. (Withdrawn): The aluminum rear case assembly of claim 1 further 
comprising at least one extruded aluminum hinge member affixed to at least one of the 
side mils, the hinge member comprising an extruded aluminum base plate and an 
extruded aluminum hinge plate connected to the base plate by a pin, the hinge plate 
having a cylindrical portion for receiving the pin to connect the hinge plate to the base 
plate. 

17. (Withdrawn): A method of making a rear case assembly for a trailer body, 

comprising the steps of: 

extruding a top rail comprised of aluminum; 

extruding a pair of side rails comprised of alurainmn; and 

joining the top rail to the side i-aiis and the bottom raU to the side rails to form a 

rectangular shaped frame assembly. 

18. (Withdrawn): The method of claim 17 wherein the top rail is joined to the 
side rails by mechanical fasteners or welds. 
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19. (Withdrawn): Tl.e method of claitn 18 wherein the boUom rail is joined to 
the side rails by mechanical fasteners or welds. 

20. (Withdrawn): l^he method of claim 1 7 wherein the bottom rail is joined to 
Uie side rails by mechanical fasteners or welds. 



21. (Withdrawn): Tlie method of claim 17 further comprising Ihc steps of 
casting a pair of aluminum comer joints and joining the top rail to the side rails with the 
comer joints, respectively. 

22. (Withdrawn): The method of claim 21 further comprising the steps of 
castingapair of aluminum eomerjoints and joining thebottomrail to the side rails with 

the comer joints. 

23. (Withdrawn): The method of claim 17 further comprising the steps of 
casting a pair of aluminum comer joints and joining the bottom rail to the side rails with 
the corner joints. 

24. (Withdrawn): The method of claim 23 wherein the top rail is joined to the 
side rails by mechanical fasteners or welds. 
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25. (Withd«.v,n): A trailer body, oonvprirfng a box-Aapcd cargo area having a 
„aroada„d an alu-ninumrcar case assemblyaiuch^itothe roar end. ma alu,„i,>«m rear 

ca^e a.,sen,bly comprising a frame asse.r*ly comprising an extmded aluminum top rail, 
an extruded aluminum bottom rafl, and a pair of extruded aluminum side mils connecting 
the top and bottom rails, the frame assembly defining a rectangular shape and having an 
exposed side facing outward ftom the trailer body and an internal side attached to the 



rear, 



26. (New): An aluminum roar case assembly for a trailer body that is used with 
™.or vehicles, comprising a frame assembly comprising an extmded aluminum top rail, 
an exmrded aluminum bottom rail, and a pair of cxm.ded aluminum side rails connecting 
the top and bottom rails, the frame assembly defining a rectangular shape and having an 
exposed side iaeingoutwardfromthetraaerbody when the rear case assemblyis attached 

,0 the trailer body and an internal side configured to be attached to the trailer body. 
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